inside homes

cheat sheet

Who lives here: Dan, her husband
Paul and their daughter.

Style of home: A diminutive,
75-square-metre apartmentina
heritage-listed former commercial
office building in inner-city
Melbourne. Many of the building’s
original features still remain, such as
the sash windows located on three
of the four perimeter walls, and the
wide baltic pine floorboards.

The renovation was
completed in three months
in 2012, with a “modest”
budget, according to
architect Clare Cousins.

Pigther than move to accommodate their grov&'ingTa.mﬂy
a couple cleverly reconfigures their one-bedroom inner-

Melbourne apartment to suit their changing lifestyle
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1 sleep tight raced

with the need to create a
sleeping space for their daughter,
and inspired by compact Japanese
homes, owners Dan and Paul
opted for two ‘micro’ bedrooms
created out of the existing bedroom,
with the help of architect Clare
Cousins. The couple’s sleeping nook
is now a raised platform, cocooned
in plywood cabinetry, that just fits
a queen bed. “The nook is like
sleeping in a cosy caravan,” says
Dan. Their daughter’s bedroom sits
just behind this nook. The screens
echo the Japanese inspiration.

Tip: Look for potential storage
nooks - the alcove with shelves
in the living area is ideal for
books and personal displays.
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4 pretty in pink
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gOOd SYalll piywood joinery separates the bedrooms

from the living area. Open shelving, hanging space and deep

ater for books, clothing and personal displays. The existing

mezzanine was impractical. “Paul and Dan had to lift each other up
on their shoulders to access it - so we added a fixed ladder, and now
it’s additional storage that sits outside the bathroom,” says Clare.

se a round dining table if you have a petite space.
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The-,most challengmg aspect -
was squeezing two sleeping spaces — .
into the'same area asthe original | "---______
single bedroom” cLare cousins, archirect
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o1 f 6 keep it lmple
The bank of concealed storage
' forms a streamlined, minimalist look
that doesn’t lack warmth, due to the
plywood’s interesting texture. “We
love the tonal palette. The space was
really heavy when we first moved in
- dark walls, benches and floors. We
wanted to lighten it up and createa
r"-nore natural and airy environment,”
| says Dan. The dining table by Artek
| from Anibou is in a pale wood that ™
i also matches the lime-washed Baltic
pine floors. The dining chairs were
found at Camberwell Market.
Tip: In an open-plan space, defi|!|ing
zones creates intimate areas, while
giving the home a sense of row.II 1

J 2. Child’s
bedroom
3. Master
bedroom

6. Balcony |
7. Kitchen '
8. Bath/laundry
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8 charming character

9 room to grow
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. . Pink, $55.50/4L, British Paints, 132 525. 3. ‘Interior
oL Expressions’ low sheen paintin Sugared Peach,
- . $38.95/litre, Haymes Paint, 1800 033 431,

° 7 PAINT PALETTE 1. & 2. ‘Clean & Protect’ interior =
. . lowsheen paintin Breadcrumb Trail and Kirsten | .
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1 new heights

Thanks to high ceilings
and natural light, the apartment has
the lofty feeling of a larger space.
“The sleeping nook is our favourite
part of our home and it’s wonderfully
connected to the rest of the house,”
says Dan. “In the day it has become
a play space for our daughter, and
at night, | can lie in bed and chat
with Paul in the lounge.”

Tip: Introducing a raised area marks
out a zone without closing it off. m
For more of Clare’s work, visit
clarecousins.com.au.
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