CHEF DE MAISON

Architect Clare Cousins rejuvenates a Californian bungalow in Melbourne for a family who

eats and plays together. Story by Jenna Reed Burns Photography by Shannon McGrath

HOUSES STYLE KITCHENS + BATHROOMS 37




O~ gs W=

Plan 1:300 0 5m

PREVIOUS PAGES: The
heart of the kitchen is the
island bench made from
American oak stained to
match the floor. OPPOSITE
PAGE: The floating white
vanity stands out against
the acid yellow tiles of the
bathroom walls.
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THE NEW EXTENSION DESIGNED by architect Clare Cousins at
the rear of a Californian bungalow in Melbourne puts the open-plan
living space in the best position to soak up the sun, gain direct access
to the garden and enjoy views of a tree-lined side street. A wall of full-
height glazing, with three sets of double doors opening onto a curving
deck, floods the interior with sunshine. The extension also incorporates
two extra bedrooms for the owners’ twin daughters at one end, and
an adjoining sunny playroom, separated from the main living zone by
a family bathroom.

The extension is characterized by the bright and breezy nature
of the interiors, with a slightly retro twist. The bathroom features a
pale taupe tiled floor and a floating white bench supporting twin
rectangular basins, set against a backdrop of acid-yellow wall tiles —
to complement the mossy green colour of the carpet in the children’s
bedrooms. It's a well-planned space that also accommodates
a freestanding bath and a separate shower, with extra storage
concealed in wall-hung mirrored cabinets centred above each basin.
A vented skylight floods the room with natural light, and when
the door is left open there are views across the passage and deck to
the garden.
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Kitchen elevations 1:100

The kitchen, tucked into the corner of the L-shaped living area, is
a warm mix of materials, with a large, centrally located, square island
bench. Clad in American oak and stained to match the timber floor,
the island bench is topped with a white factory-poured concrete slab
that overhangs one side to provide a seating area. Behind it is a floor-
to-ceiling box housing the fridge and a walk-in pantry. Constructed in
horizontally grooved eco-panel plywood painted a deep olive-brown
(Dulux ‘Namadji’) on the outside and black inside, the box provides a
contrasting darker foil to the lighter elements.

Along the other wall is a bench of clean white joinery fitted with
a stainless steel top and incorporating the sink and a freestanding "
cooker. Above a white colour-backed glass splashback are open
stainless steel shelves taking up half of the wall space, and a quartet
of dark cupboards, painted to match the pantry joinery, occupying the
remainder,

“The brief was for a large, practical kitchen with plenty of bench
space for the client, who's a professional cook,” says Clare. “The kitchen
was conceived as a collection of volumes, rich in colour, connecting the
living and dining spaces. The pantry’s black interior is a good contrast
to the client’s eclectic collection of ceramics and cookware.” K+B
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THIS PAGE: A floor-to-ceiling box
contains the refrigerator and the
adjacent pantry.
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