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HAPPY HOSTING

Aseries of courtyards intersect this
house designed by Mexico
City-based architects RA!,
including a small raised area with
a bar, set just off a living-dining
room and another outdoor seating
space on the other side. It shows
that a smaller courtyard space
can be the perfect setting for
entertaining: the lush planting and
minimalist lighting makes for a
cosy, convivial space that only gets
more atmospheric as the sun fades.
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CLEVER

TUCKED AWAY

Studio Tashima worked with garden designer Cali Rand to make sure that every inch of this London courtyard garden had a sense of purpose.
‘We incorporated nooks on either side of the central extension, creating moments where the garden visually and spatially interacts with the house,
says architect Charles Tashima. ‘We spent a fair amount of time ensuring that they were wide enough to be usable. They’re well suited to a French-
style bistro table and chairs as a great place to sit and have a cup of coffee. They are spaces within spaces - an idea we follow in the work we do.” »
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FREE FLOWING

This home has multiple rooms opening on to the small courtyard garden so Melbourne-based Clare Cousins Architects wanted to foster a

connection between indoor and outdoor spaces. They worked with landscape designers Eckersley Garden Architecture to create a naturalistic

design, with pavestones set in a disordered way and greenery growing through the spaces in between. The result is something that feels far
more wild and free than you'd expect from a courtyard garden.
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IN THE ZONE

East London-based landscape
designer Miria Harris levelled off
different zones of this courtyard
garden to create intentional
areas of use. ‘The idea was to
have spaces that encouraged
different ways of inhabiting or
interacting with the space to allow
different generations to enjoy the
garden,” she explains. ‘In the
kitchen patio zone, the same
materials were used inside and
out, which helped to make the

inside feel bigger and vice versa.’ »
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UP AND OVER

Even the most narrow of gardens has space for seating - just opt for elegant and thin-profile options to make sure the furniture doesn’t

obstruct the rest of the area, visually or practically. Rather than crowd the valuable ground space with plants, owner and designer Harriet

Paterson and garden designer Andy Stedman used a pergola and the surrounding walls in this garden built by Belsize Gardens to grow greenery
vertically, adding visual interest and creating an enveloping feel without making the plot feel cluttered.
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DOWN TO EARTH

For this small garden plot in
Camberwell, London, garden
designer UlaMariatook inspiration
for the colour and material
palette from the main house. The
earthy greens and terracottas
of the planters and pots blend
in with the plants themselves,
creating a jungle-like scene
with far larger an impact than the

size of the plot would suggest. »
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SHAPE SHIFTING

There’s apush and pull of symmetry and asymmetry in this Bristol garden by Innes Design Studio and Crafted Landscapes. The pergola highlights

the uniform shape of the plot, but a combination of clever hardscaping and intuitive planting offsets the scheme. ‘We used the planting beds

to help softenthe hardscape,” says designer Jamie Innes. ‘It creates layers of planting as you look across the main view and softens the squareness
despite it being a geometric design. Asymmetry is something | always think about - balancing and counterbalancing height and structure.’
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ON THE MED

There’s something of a holiday feel
to this courtyard garden in
Queen’s Park by architect Clare
Heffernan - despite its position at
the basement level of the building.
Warm-toned textured walls,
green-blue tiles and natural
seating materials all contribute to
an easy, breezy Mediterranean
feel. The water feature might feel
like a luxury in a small courtyard,
but the sound of water is proven
to be soothing, which - afterall - is
what we want from our gardens.

CLEVER
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