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A BOLD COLOUR INJECTION AND THOUGHTFUL REVAMP PROVIDES
AN AIRY BACKDROP FOR A COMPANY’S NEW MELBOURNE HEADQUARTERS




his distinctive building in Moor Street,

Fitzroy, was designed by Ivan Rijavec in

the early 2000’s. Previously used as a

communications office, the three-level
building was virtually a shell when the current owners
moved in. A few graphic wallpapered walls competed
with Rijavec’s industrial aesthetic. “It was really a
matter of taking things away and going back to the
original bones,” says architect, Clare Cousins, who
was engaged to re-fit the office space for the owners of
Simson Cards.

The two upper levels remain virtually intact,
including the heritage-listed signage ‘Classweave’
painted on the exposed brick wall. Some new ply-
wood joinery was added, and the steel rails painted
white. However, the showroom and meeting area
on the first floor have been completely re-worked.
Partitions were removed to allow Rijavec’s angles
and lines to be ‘read’. And the kitchen, while in the
same position, has been enlarged. “Previously it was
barely a sink and a few cupboards,” says John Simson,
who operates the business with his life and business
partner, Belinda.

While greeting cards, rather than architecture
is the Simpson’s business, both have a sharp eye
when it comes to design. Even though they produce
thousands of cards each day from their headquarters
in Laverton and are the largest importer of cards to
Australia, both can easily recognise when typography
is slightlyincorrect, be it spacing between words or in
the words themselves. “John and I are ‘detail’ people.
It’s not just the spaces that are important. It comes
down to door catches,” says Belinda.

Although Cousins’ brief was to open up the spaces,
she has also made her own mark. Pivotal to the design
is the pod-like meeting room on the first floor. One of
the few enclosed spaces (not including bathrooms),
the glass-walled office features an art installation
by Rowena Martinich, a local artist who is known
for her public art works. Martinich’s fluorescent
drips of paint on a Perspex wall animate the office.
This work also allows natural light to penetrate. And
to allow this work to also be appreciated at night,
Cousins included LED lighting at the base. “At night,
it functions as a public art work with strollers by
engaging with this piece,” says Cousins.

The two upper levels remain virtually
intact, including the heritage-listed
signage ‘Classweave’ painted on the
exposed brick wall
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Cousins also added perforated ceiling panels, evocative
of an overscaled pegboard. This reduces reverberation
against the polished concrete floor, as well as being
a feature in its own right. “One of the problems with
the previous arrangement was concealing services.
We had to come up with a solution to hide cables,”
says Cousins. As the brief was to create a gallery-
like space for Simson Cards, the walls were painted MOOR STREET STUDIO AND RESIDENCE
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